
Collectables Manual

Collectable 
Telephones
One of the great inventions of all time is, perhaps, not 
surprisingly, quite collectable. There are four different 
collectable areas. The vintage models from the dawn  
of telephony e.g. Gower-Bell types from the 1890s 
(often worth over £650 if in fine condition). Next are the 
Candlestick types such as the Type 150 from the 1920s 
which can make £400+. The Bakelite tabletop varieties and, 
lastly, the more recent retro phones, mobile and novelty 
phones such as the Plessey Snoopy and Mickey characters.

How Much?
The most cherished phone would be the telephone set 
which Bell used to demonstrate his new invention to Queen 
Victoria on the Isle of Wight. It resides in a museum and is 

impossible to attach a price to. 
At the entry level, a nice 

Trimphone from the mid 
to late 1960s will change 

hands for around £60  
at present.

700 Series Telephones
Do you remember these? It was known as the ‘Modern T’, and 
first introduced in 1959. Made by Ericsson Telephones and the 
GPO Engineering Department, the design was a big move away 
from the candlestick or brittle Bakelite handsets and proved to 
be one of the most influential designs of the era. The 700 series 
continued production until the late 1970s.

They were made from ‘Diakon’ plastic, which was lighter, less 
clunky and more colourful than the bakelite models of the war 
years. The most familiar colour was the famous two-tone dull 
grey – this influenced the office look of PCs and filing cabinets! 
However, there were more vibrant hues available: Ivory and Black 
for the wall phone and ‘Lacquer Red’, ‘Topaz Yellow’ and Blue 
for the desk varieties.

How Much?
Mint condition ‘Modern T’ examples are now being sought-
after for their retro appeal. A black wall phone version, in good 
condition can be worth £100+. Lucky finds would include one 
of the rare coloured examples which were produced as trials or 
show pieces such as an Ivory and Red handset, a clear plastic 
variety and an experimental ‘Tangerine’ variation. These can be 
worth many hundreds to the right person. A “Cadillac” 700 model 
was made available in Baby Blue and Pink and can be picked up 
reconditioned for around £75 in shops. Another funky version is 
the Target coloured version – a sort of Mod design, which also 
can be found for about the same price.

These are a household object to watch. I don’t think they will 
ever achieve true cult status, but they are worth picking up at  
car boots, especially if you spot  
one of the rare colours.
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Black Bakelite Phone
This famous, collectable series of telephones were a huge leap 
forward in the development of telephony. They were particularly 
robust and their streamlined appearance reflected the styles of 
the age. Only available to hire back then, today they are quite 
collectable and look good in a modern home. Thesedays, it is 
perhaps more famous for being the set centrepiece in Deal or 
No Deal on British television.

The 300 series phones appeared in 1938 and continued in 
production up to 1959. Look out for those with a ‘cheesedrawer’ 
which pulls out to reveal a mini address book. This can increase 
the value slightly, as does the original bellset (which would 
hold the phone) and the original cloth cord/cables.  The earlier 
models – the 100 and 200 series (pictured)  – are also sought 
after with the Pyramid feel and streamlined design.

Cult Phone:  
The Ericofon 
This all in one telephone set is considered to be a landmark 
design in plastic. Though it lends itself to the look of the 60s, 
it was actually created in the 40s and made available to buy 
in the mid 50s. Made by LM Ericsson of Sweden, this humble 
handset is one of the true cult collectables.

This banana shaped gem is also known as the ‘Cobra’ 
and was the brainchild of designers Blomberg, Thames and 
Lysell. It first appeared in 1954 but only found its way into this 
country, amazingly, in the early 80s. The standard colours 
are red, green, blue, beige and grey but it was available in the 
USA in an amazing 18. It has become increasingly popular 
due to its select appearances in cult films and TV shows. 
More recently it was the phone of choice for Mrs. Peel played 
by Uma Thurman in the movie version of ‘The Avengers’.

How Much?
The original sets have a timeless quality and as a result they 
have steadily increased in value since production ceased in 
1982. The rarer colours such as Sandalwood command the 
most and always look out for the older, larger cased 
dial operated versions as opposed to the 
pushbutton models (introduced later in 
1967). A standard red model from 
the 1950s will cost anywhere 
between £90 and £140 today. 
The super rare gold coloured 
Centenary models (225 
made) and the leather 
model are worth 
hundreds of pounds.

If you can’t afford an 
original Ericofon, keep a 
look out for the low cost 
modern reproductions 
produced by the 
American company 
‘Ned & Nora’. These 
are easy to find and 
come in black, 
ivory and a few 
funky metallic 
colours.  

Mint condition  
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after for their retro appeal

How Much?
The big bucks however lies in the rarer coloured examples. Look 
for the upper class ‘Ivory’ colour (see below), the emergency phone 
‘Chinese Red’ (worth around £500-£600) and ‘Jade Green’, which 
was also made for some government departments (around the 
same). The unpopular ‘Walnut’ models, and ‘Gold’ and ‘Silver’ 
versions, are now worth a premium. 

Rumours persist about the ‘Royal Blue’ examples, supposedly 
made for the British monarchy. Even rarer 300 phones include the 
metallic ‘Explosion-Proof’ telephones (made to protect oil refineries), 
and the clear Lucite examples that were created for one-off shows.

Prices for good condition 300 phones vary. With a cheesedrawer 
and cloth cord, perhaps £100-£150 from a good dealer. The earlier 
‘Pyramid’ shaped black bakelite phones (The 162 made from 1929 

and the 232s from 1934) are 
worth seeking out today and 
cost around £250-£300 
from a dealer.
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mid to late 1960s will 

change hands for  
around £60

Do you  
remember  

these? It was  
known as the  

‘Modern T’

This famous, 
collectable 
series of 
telephones  
were a leap 
forward in the 
development  
of telephony

Look for the ‘Jade Green’, 
which was made for some 
government departments




